
OUR LADY OF SORROWS 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 26, 2021  
 
ZOOM MEETING ATTENDANCE: 

Corinne Bardgett, Kirsten Dempsey, Celeste Engel, Larry Gengler, Pattie Hall, Sue Lehmuth, Jacqueline 

Mattingly, Mary Kabbaz, Donna Katke, Maureen Ragsdale, Patti Zerega, Mark Zimmerman, Father Sebastian  

 

PRAYER: Father Sebastian 

 

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 24, 2020 MEETING MINUTES: Maureen Ragsdale 

The OLS Parish Council approved the November 24, 2020 minutes at the meeting. 

 

SCCA REPORT:  No Report.  The committee is meeting Thursday, 1/28/2021 

 

FINANCE REPORT: Corinne Bardgett 

No report at this time.  Denise Klevorn will send a report to Corinne Bardgett and she in turn will forward to the 

Parish Council via email.   

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 2021-2022:  Mark Zimmerman 

In March we need submissions for new candidates to replace those Board Members leaving the Parish Council. 

At the end of this year, Corinne Bardgett, Celeste Engel, and Patty Zerega are to roll off and we need 3 new 

people to be added.  We need to confirm AJ Thompson will be staying on, though this position is optional and 

was a 2 year position.  The schedule for outgoing years provided by Mark Zimmerman will be emailed with the 

meeting notes.  Parish Council will need a Chair for next year when Corinne Bardgett leaves.  Corinne advised 

that this position was very rewarding it is not too demanding of the Chairs time.   

 

FISH FRY:  Maureen Ragsdale 

The 2020 Fish Fry ended abruptly due to covid.  We had been on pace to have a record fundraiser.  Our totals 

were up from previous years.  The FF committee met to discuss whether we could have a 2021 Lenten Fish Fry 

Season.  The committee felt we might be able to do this and planned to work on a socially distant event.  The 

FF committee met again and there was a discussion that was fueled by our volunteers reaching out and stating 

that they did not feel it was safe to go forward.  It was decided not to go forward with the 2021 Fish Fry’s.  We 

decided not to call this a cancelation but a postponement.  This was a hard decision to make and there is a lot of 

angst associated with the decision.   Father stated that it is a fundraiser and will be felt financially by the parish, 

but he said that his priority is for everyone to stay safe and healthy.  He stated money is not important, but that 

the health of the community is important. 

 

Mark Zimmerman brought up doing other fundraisers to replace the funds lost by the fish fry.  Mary Kabbaz 

brought up the idea of a silent fundraiser that another parish hosted and was successful.  Mary stated she would 

reach out to her contact at that parish to get information on how they implemented this fundraiser.  It was 

decided to bring other ideas or expound on the silent auction at the next meeting.   

 

COMMISSIONS:  Mark Zimmerman 

There is not going to be a large group gathering where the commission members and parishioners are invited to 

discuss the committees and happenings in the parish, due to covid restrictions.  Mark asked the PC members to 

set up a meeting with the commission heads to discuss what events they have going on, how can the parish help 

support the events, and to find the groups that are still having events and find out if they need help, or 

volunteers.  In the past each ach group presented articles for publication in the bulletin.  This has been on hold, 

but want to start it back up.  Mark stated he needs a write up for February / March.  The rotation for submission:  

Worship; Social Justice; Fellowship and then Education.  As you talk to your groups ask for a submission to the 



bulletin, this should explain the group, the events the group hosts, and this may generate additional members.  

As commissions meet anything you learn, please share with the next Parish Council at the next meeting.   

 

YOUTH GROUP: Mary Kabbaz  

Currently there are 7 members, a few dropped, and a few joined, but the numbers of this have group stayed 

consistent.  Due to covid restrictions currently meeting virtually. Will meet in person if needed and follow covid 

protocols. A retreat is scheduled for July 9-11th through the Archdiocese - Steubenville, in Springfield MO.  

This will follow covid guidelines and working with Archdiocese to follow these guidelines.  Mary spoke with 

Finance Committee lead, Denise Klevorn, to see if there are any funds available to offset this retreat expense for 

the youth group. Kristen Dempsey offered HS oriented presentations from the office of Natural Family 

Planning.  This could be presented virtually. Presentations of “Wonder of Eve”, and “Beauty of Eve”.  Mary 

stated she would run this by her co-lead and would reach out to Kristen if they chose to pursue this offer.    

 

PASTORS REPORT:  Father Sebastian 

 

Committee members praised the Christmas Season light display, the music, and the hot chocolate station.  It 

brought joy and was an innovative way to build community and highlight our beautiful church.  So many 

families, children came nightly to enjoy the beauty of our campus.  Father stated next year we may enlarge the 

display.  We may take donations next year.  It was unanimous that this light display and offerings brought 

energy and enthusiasm.   

 

Father stated that Lent was approaching and would bring fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.  He will be live 

streaming masses on Tuesday and Friday, along with the Stations of the Cross at 12 noon on Fridays. Father is 

trying to find the best and safest way to handle Ash Wednesday ash distribution.  There will be 2 Sunday 

masses, and the time is at issue, as what can be done, 7 and 10 or 8 and 10, as there is the need to clean the 

church between the masses.  He asked for thoughts and ideas for Easter decorating.  He asked for suggestions 

for Easter liturgy, suggestions for décor. Need to plan lent and liturgy.   

 

There has been no notice of anyone sick from attending any of our parish masses.  There is a general feeling of 

safety coming to church.   

 

Father would like a Decorating Committee to be formed to assist Brad Trower, lessen the work load for big 

events such as Christmas, Easter, etc.     

 

Father Sebastian stated that his meeting with the Archbishop went well.  Father will follow up in due time.   

 

Father stated that it is most important to keep everyone safe and healthy.  He is grateful to the parish staff that is 

working hard to keep our facility clean and safe.   

 

 

OLD OR NEW BUSINESS: None  

 

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, February 23, 2021    

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Father Sebastian 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Maureen Ragsdale 

 

 


